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At the fully constructed NAWB Braille
Printing House

‘At the annual NAWB general assembly:
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Technical Guidance of a Braille Embossing
Machine
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Nepal Rastriya Secondary School, Dumarwana
(Dumarwana Secondary School), the inte-
grated boarding school, for which we
developed the program for the blind this
year, has 1,040 students. While the
government pays the wage for the first to
the seventh grade teachers, the local
community supports the wage for the eighth
to the tenth grade teachers. A one-story
building surrounds the school field, and
in one corner, a humble dormitory was
built for the teachers and the students
from distant homes. At first we thought
that blind students also stayed in this
dormitory. However, they stay in the
normal classroom bringing prefabricated
beds, since the dormitory is too small and
the blind studens need more space for
their resource room. So they seem to have
a better condition than normal students.
Although the dormitory is very small, it
was built by the local people's fund and
their voluntary labor. Having visited
Bara District, we come to know that the
criticism," Nepalese do not make their
own effort, since they are aided too
much," is irrelevant. It is rather the
attitude of the assisting side' which
should be re-examined.
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People waiting for eye examination

Patients overflowing the waiting room
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The total number of patients examined
today amounted to 136. Many of them are
from Bara District and adjoining Ruthat
District, but some of them are from India
who crossed over the national boundary and
walked for a few hours under the tempera-
ture of more than 40°C. Being completely
exhausted, they wait for their turns in
the shade in front of the clinic, hall-
ways, and assembly rooms. Amidst of full
of patients, CBR staffs and opthalmic
assistants are cluttered with medical
records and receptions of patients. Dr.
A. Rijal efficiently examines a patient's
eyeball with- flashlight and S1it Lamp
Microscope. A fan under the ceiling is
not working effectively, so both doctor
and patients are dripping with sweat.
This is a typical scene of the eye clinic
of the Bara CBR Centre in Kalaiya,
Narayani Zone. Funded by Japan Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Subsidy System Estab-
lished for NGO Projects, we established
this clinic in cooperation with the local
community. Medical equipments were
brought from Japan, and ophthalmologists
and their assistants are sent from Zonal
Hospital and Kediya Eye Hospital in an
adjoining town called Birganji. The
clinic opened in January, 1992. Since
then the clinic offers eye examination and
treatment twice a month. Last year (13
March 1992 - 13 May 1993), they treated
the total number of 3,062 patients and
became indispensable for  the local

community.
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We held the third Nepal Study Tour for the
Blind, which extended to eleven days from

December 25, 1last year. 25 people
participated the tour, and 12 of them
were blind. During the 4-day-long

trekking, guides, sherpa, cooks, and a
doctor joined us, so the group expanded to
50 people. Although we experienced some
difficulties due to the different culture
and environment, we fostered the inter-
national friendship through a trekking, a
visit to NAWB Braille Printing House, and
a tea party with blind students and
teachers at Amar Shingh Secondary School
in Pokhara.
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