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PROGRAM FOR THE BLIND IN NEPAL
FISCAL 1999 (from April 1st, 1999 to March 31st, 2000)

1. Bara CBR Project

Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Project
which has been proceeding in the whole district
of Bara, Narayani Zone, with constant effort of
Nepal Association for the Welfare of the Blind
(NAWB) and Tokyo Helen Keller Association
(THKA), provided 237 blind persons with
training for Orientation and Mobility (O&M)
and Daily Living Skill (DLS) and also provided
365 blind persons who had already achieved
occupational independence with follow-up
training during this period.

After careful discussion with the parties
concerned, the project is to be fully managed by
local participants without financial support of
THEKA after July 2000.

Although the scale of the project is to be
diminished, many blind persons in Bara District
will continuously be benefited by the project.

2 . Braille Book Production

In Braille Printing House of NAWB, the local
staff produced and distributed over 2,700 copies
of braille textbooks to 424 blind students of 32
integrated education schools and 1 segregated
school for the blind in Nepal. They also produced
and distributed braille calendar and monthly
braille magazines to integrated educat';on

schools and relevant facilities.

3. Integrated Education Program

NAWB and THEKA have supported Integrated
Education for blind students of two schools in
Bara District and other three schools in
Rautahat, Gorkha and Rupandehi District
respectively. In Shanti Namuna Secondary
School in Rupandehi District, construction of
new hostel was launched to replace old hostel,
since it had not provided adequate living
environment for blind students due to its
On May 9th, there was an

inaugural ceremony for the new hostel, attended

structural defect.

by Minister of Industry, Commerce and

Supplies, Ramkrishna Tamrakar, and other
dignitaries from parliament, local district, school
and NAWB. This construction was financially
Postal

International Voluntary Aid of Japanese

supported by the Savings for
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication.

And National Workshop for integrated education
was held in Central Office of NAWB on April
30th through May 4th to give Knowledge of code
of braille mathematics to resource teachers and

other participants.

4 . Primary Eye Care and Eye Clinic
At the Eye Clinic in Bara CBR Center, 6,41
patients received treatment to cure eye diseases.
Primary Eye Care Workshop was held in Bara
CBR Center on December 28th to give local
knowledge about prevention of
Staff of Bara CBR joined Eye camps
arranged by local hospital and also joined the

persons
blindness.

project for distribution of Vitamin arranged by

government.

5. Braille Technical Guidance {
Technical guidance for producing braille
textbooks was held by technical staff of THKA in
the printing house of NAWB to enhance the skill
of staff of NAWB.

6. Campaign and Event
To publicize this overseas program for the Blind
and raise fund for it, THKA issued its own
newsletter "LIGHT OF LOVE" in September
1999 and distributed to all supporters.
To publicize this program, THKA with two
volunteers participated in "International
Cooperation Festival '99" at Hibiya Park on
October 2nd and 3rd, 1999.
THEKA backed up a Charity Reading and
Performance produced by OURS Co., Ltd;, sale
of which in part were donated to this overseas
program for the blind.

(A.N.)
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