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LIGHT of LOVE

AID PROJECT IN NEPAL FISCAL 1998
(1/4/1998 - 31/3/1999)

BARA CBR PROJECT

In July, 1998, Bara CBR (Community-Based Rehabilitation)
Project which has been proceeding in whole Bara district of
Narayani Zone, with a constant effort of NAWB (Nepal
Association for the Welfare of the Blind) and THKA (Tokyo
Helen Keller Association), entered upon the 10th year, entering
follow-up stage. However, many villagers still have been
identified as blind and visually impaired (BVI) persons in the
area for the main reason that their living standard has not been
improved and stayed low. Bara CBR Staff visited the houses of
BVI persons and provided them with rehabilitation ranging from
counseling to vocational training. For clients hoping to be
economically self-reliant, Bara CBR has provided loan so that
they can engage in a job such as breeding of livestock. Also, for
clients who have already gone through a series of training, Bara

CBR has followed them up.

BRAILLE BOOK PRODUCTION

NAWB Braille Printing House produced and distributed braille
textbooks to 420 blind students of 33 integrated education
schools in Nepal including 1 blind school. They also produced
and distributed braille calender and monthly braille magazines to

integrated education schools and relevant facilities.

INTEGRATED EDUCATION PROGRAM

NAWB and THKA have supported Integrated Education for
blind students of 3 schools in Bara District and other three
schools in Rautahat District, Gorkha District, and Rupandehi
District respectively. In Duddha School in Rautahat District,
hostel construction has been launched to replace old hostel,
since old hostel has a bad influence on the health condition of
blind students due to its structural defect. And teacher training
was held in NAWE Central Office to give resource teachers the
expertise of Integrated Education such as braille code and

special recreation,

PRIMARY EYE CARE AND EYE CLINIC

At Bara Eye Clinic in Bara CBR Center, 7,214 patients received
treatment to cure eye diseases. Patients who were found
necessary to have an operation to prevent blindness were
referred to eye hospitals in other districts or eye camps. Bara
Eye Clinic has contributed a lot to prevention of blindness in
Bara District, where there are no eye hospital and no other
clinic.

Primary Eye Care Workshop was held in Bara CBR Center to
give local persons knowledge about prevention of blindness and
symptoms of eye diseases.

Ttinerant checkup and lecture was held in 2 schools and 54
villages in Bara District to cure eye diseases of students and

local persons and spread the knowledge of nutrition and hygiene.

BRAILLE TECHNICAL GUIDANCE

THKA sent its technical staff to NAWB and provided technical
guidance in the printing house to enhance the skill of NAWB

staff's producing braille textbooks.

VINYL CHLORIDE PLATE

With the aid of “"SASAKAWA PEACE FOUNDATION, JAPAN",
10,000 sheets of Vinyl Chloride Plates used as original plates of

braille textbooks were transported to NAWE,

PUBLIC RELATIONS, EVENT, AND
FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN

To publicize this project and raise fund for it, THKA issued its
own newsletter “LIGHT OF LOVE" in September, 1998,

To publicize this project, we participated in “International
Cooperation Festival" at Hibiya Park. (October 3rd and 4th, 1998)
To aim for exchange of blind persons between Japan and Nepal,
THEKA organized a tour designed for blind persons in Japan.
(Novemnber 29th to December 6th, 1998)

THKA backed up a reading performance, sales of which in part

were donated to our project. (December 4th and 5th, 1998)
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